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A couple of weak Pacific storm systems are set to roll into Northern California this 
weekend into next week with rains, strong winds and cooler temperatures. The 
brunt of moisture from these systems will remain to the North however a strong 
wind event (gusts 40+mph) is expected to impact most of Southern California and 
the Desert growing regions as these systems roll through. The overall weather 
pattern out west this summer and early fall has been somewhat problematic for 
growers. Warmer than average temperatures in the late summer, were followed by 
a roller coaster of early storms and temperature variations typical of fall. 

Warm and humid temperatures in California have brought on fields weeks ahead 
of schedule. Insect populations are on the rise in the warm temperatures as 
seeders, fringe and tip burn also remain in these late season stands. Romaine 
and romaine heart production become a challenge to produce in these growing 
conditions as lesser texture and shelf life are expected, especially in processed 
salad products as production winds down seasonally.

In the transition region of Huron, lettuce stands look to be in fairly good shape 
as light harvests begin this week. Stands are showing variable shape and solidity 
across the board with some heat damage and weak texture at pack out.

Most lettuce and especially the light leaf stands in the region are showing the signs 
of insect intrusion. This looks to remain a problem through the brief transition 
period. Strong winds may deposit some soil in the leafy items leaving them slightly 
dirty or dusty. The numerous small insects (flies, gnats, aphids, thrips) also tend to 
hide in the lettuce items especially during stormy weather. Insect pressure is sure 
to rise in this region given the surrounding foliage and weather patterns.

http://proactusa.com
PROACTUSA.com
http://proactusa.com


the Outlook
Oct 21, 2016

The Outlook  -  Oct 21, 2016   |   Page 2
PRO*ACT is a National Network of Local Distributors 
PROACTUSA.com

Mother Nature continues to cause havoc for growers across the nation as the East 
Coast continues dry out and recover from Hurricane Matthew. Growers continue 
to assess the vast region and numerous crops (beans, squash, cucumber, pepper, 
tomato, etc) impacted by this system. Early reports on supplies from these regions 
indicate increasing disease pressure in these fields.  

At the moment we will have to wait and see how these young transitioning 
fields across the country come through this latest round of weather events. We 
will continue to monitor the situation and keep you up to date as we gather the 
information. 
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