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Weather Update
A strong high pressure ridge builds out west this week with significant warming 
from Northern California to Baja and Northern Mexico. Coastal marine layer will 
continue with 70s near the coast and 80s to upper 90s in the warmer inland 
regions through the week. 
 
The Southwestern regions of California and Northern Mexico will see steady 
warming into the weekend with temperatures reaching the low teens late this 
week.
 
Central Mexico will see increased moisture and a cooling trend through the week 
as Gulf and Pacific moisture collide over the region.
 
The southeast will see typical scattered showers through the week as remnants 
from Tropical Depression Bonnie dissipate well to the north.
 

Market Alerts
Broccoli: Supplies remain short 
with elevated markets.

Cauliflower: Supplies remain 
extremely short and markets are 
at high levels. 
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Truckin’ Along
California trucks look to remain steady for the week.   Washington and Idaho 
potato trucks remain steady as well.  The National Average for diesel is currently 
at 2.382 per gallon, an increase of .03 from last week. A difference of .527 from 
this time last year.  California prices are up as well and are currently at 2.718 per 
gallon.  Crude oil rose remained steady and is now at 48.94 per barrel.

The Source

Transitions & 
Temperatures
Brussels Sprouts: We are now 
transitioning to Oxnard Califor-
nia and Mexico will continue as 
well.
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May 31, 2016Commodity Updates
  Apples

Washington -  Red delicious are steady but the market 
remains firm on all sizes.  Most shippers are still peaking on 
extra-fancy 72-88s.  Many suppliers are still subbing up to 
the extra-fancy grades to cover volume orders of the fancy 
grade.  Golden Delicious are steady on all sizes and grades 
and are still peaking on Wash-Extra 100/113s.  Most suppliers 
don’t have much larger than an 88-size Golden.  Granny 
Smith are also steady on all sizes and they continue to peak 
on 88-113s. Most suppliers still don’t have much larger than 
an 88 or smaller than a 125.  Galas are steady but firm due 
to light supplies. Expect the market to continue to slowly 
rise until the end of the season.  Most Gala suppliers still 
don’t have much fruit larger than an 88.  Fujis are steady 
on all sizes but firm due to light supplies. The Fuji market 
will also continue to slowly rise until the end of the season.  
Washington Fujis continue to peak on extra-fancy 80-100’s. 
Pink Lady’s remain  steady but firm due to very strong 
demand. The quality for all varieties has been good.
 
Michigan - Red delicious are steady but firm and supplies 
remain limited. Reds continue to peak on 80/88s. McIntosh, 
Galas, Jonathans, and Red Rome are still available in limited 
supplies. The quality for all varieties has been good.
 
New York - Red delicious, McIntosh, and red Romes are 
all steady but supplies are very limited.  Small fruit remains 
very short for all varietys. The remaining McIntosh are very 
large. The fruit quality has been good.
 
Chile - Chilean Galas are steady to slightly lower on both 
sides of the country.  Imported Galas are peaking on 
100-size and larger, the quality has been good.  Imported 
Braeburns and Pink Lady’s are steady and both are peaking 
on 90s and larger.

  Asparagus
Volume from California is slowing down. Washington, Peru, 
and New Jersey are still strong. Markets are steady.

  Avocado (California)
California will be peaking over the next few weeks with 
good volume. Size is skewed to small fruit, creating a 
supply issue for the mid-sized and large fruit. Demand and 
supply is beginning to match ounce again

  Avocado (Mexican)
Mexico’s shipments to the US has stabilized some, but is 
still down nearly 40% from what it was just a few weeks 
ago.  Demand has back off and we are staring to catch up 
with supplies even though key sizes of 40s/48s/60s remain 
tight. Markets are stabilizing. We are still looking at late 
June to the beginning of July when Mexico starts their Flor 
Loca crop, before any real volume increase is expected.

  Bell Peppers (Eastern)
The bell pepper market is steady. There is a range of 
prices, with the better Georgia pepper bringing 2 to 4 
dollars more per box. Central Florida is still producing with a 
wide range of quality. More shippers are starting in Georgia 
all the time with good quality and good demand. There are 
reports of lower than normal yields in Georgia so even with 
more shippers starting there is not an overwhelming supply.  

  Bell Peppers (Western)
Green bell pepper - Southern California is shipping good 
size and quality, volume is improving with very good 
demand.
 
Red bell peppers - Southern California is shipping good 
supply with Quality much improved. Price’s are maintaining 
steady.
 
Yellow bell pepper - California has started with good 
quality. Mostly small and medium size.
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  Berries (Blackberries)

Mexican production has passed peak production and is 
decreasing in volume.  California production has started in 
a light way in continues to increase in volume.  Quality is 
good and has improved.  Hot weather could effect quality.

  Berries (Blueberries)
Domestic production is increasing in California.  Georgia 
and the Carolina’s experienced some rain in the growing 
regions which effected harvest.  Mexico is also producing 
good supplies and quality.  Quality is good in all areas.

  Berries (Raspberries)
Mexican production is decreasing while California 
production is increasing in Watsonville and Santa Maria.  
Oxnard also has raspberries and quality has been good in 
all areas.

  Berries (Strawberries)
California strawberry production continues to increase in 
Watsonville and Salinas.  Santa Maria has passed it’s peak 
production and some shippers are diverting some ranches 
into freezer/processing due to low demand for that 
area.  Quality has been good out of all areas. The market 
remains steady.

  Broccoli
The broccoli market remains active as supplies from 
all growing regions continue to be in a supply gay. The 
weather this week will hopefully help with the growth and 
bring on supplies by week’s end. Quality on the domestic 
front is very nice with good weights and minimal yellowing. 
Mexico is still quoting hallow heart. 

  Brussels Sprouts
Steady supplies lead into this week as Oxnard has started 
production. And with that being said the market has 
adjusted to a stable level. Mexico is still harvesting as well. 
Quality is better from Mexico and very nice from Oxnard. 

  Carrots
The Coachella and Imperial Valley crop is done. The 
Bakersfield crop has begun and is picking up in production. 
Growth rate is also showing some improvement and starting 
to yield a better percentage of Jumbo size, still a low percent, 
but improving. Supply of baby peeled carrots are good.

  Cauliflower
Cauliflower supplies are still a problem with all shippers 
struggling to get acreage to move forward. This supply 
gap has kept the market at high levels. Quality is hit and 
miss with some arrivals showing bruising and brown to 
black discoloration. 

  Celery
Production has changed as small sizing has become 
extremely tight in availability. Large sizing continues to be 
good and there are some shippers that are flexing based 
on the quantity of the order. Expect this market to get 
stronger by next week, as supplies are expected to be 
lighter. Production in Salinas should begin by the end of this 
week to the beginning of next. Production out of Salinas 
has been off by a few weeks. Oxnard  and Santa Maria is 
the main growing areas for this commodity. Good quality is 
being reported from all shippers. 
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  Cherries
Dark sweet red cherries have moved to the Northwest 
regions with average supplies and good demand. Supplies 
are projected to drop off temporarily next week with much 
better numbers coming by the third week of June. This 
market should experience these peaks and valleys until 
then with very good supplies available for promotion the 
last week of June. Rainier cherries are beginning with 
light volume in the Northwest this week. Quality on all is 
reported as excellent.

  Chili Peppers
Serrano - Quality remains good with better demand. Mostly 
medium to large size.
 
Anaheim - Sizing and quality remain good. More product 
being offered. Excellent size and color.
 
Pablano - Slightly lighter supply with some growers 
finishing. Good quality and condition expected to continue.
 
Tomatillo - Limited supplies on tomatillo due to transitioning 
from fields. Should see more availability mid-week.

  Cilantro
The cilantro market is still flat. Supplies from all regions are 
plentiful. But there are some quality issues upon arrival with 
yellowing and dehydration. 

  Citrus (Lemons)
The central valley crop is 96% harvested and winding down 
their season and the Ventura crop is our main supplier. 
Demand is very strong and continues to build. We are 
seeing 140s/165s/200s supplies clean up daily and many 
shippers sold out for the week by mid week.

  Citrus (Limes)
The lime market remains high on the 110 &amp; 150ct but 
they are coming down a bit.  Demand is good on all sizes 
across the board.  The peak size has remained in the 
smaller sizes such as 250ct and 230ct. This is the time 
of year where overall supplies are low and will remain 
at lower levels until the third or fourth week of May.  The 
overall long term upward market trend has broken and 
lower prices are happening.  Quality is good overall.  The 
overall supplies are now increasing.  The market is lower 
on the 175 - 250ct limes.

  Citrus (Oranges)
Shippers have good supplies of large sizes with crop 
peaking on 72s/56s.  Smaller sizes (88s/113s/138s) have 
reached demand exceed supply. Some shippers have been 
packing new crop Valencia oranges for export and packing 
some small sizes for domestic use, but  availability is very 
limited until more shippers come on line. Labor to harvest 
fruit is beginning to be an issue for some growers.

  Cucumbers (Eastern)
The cucumber market is strengthening. Central Florida is 
winding down and production in Georgia is packing more 
off grade fruit, creating a wide range in prices between 
supers and selects. Some growers have stop picking on 
older fields because the cheap carton and select markets 
did warrant expense. With warmer temperatures and some 
new fields starting next week production should increase 
slightly after the holiday. North Carolina will this week. 

  Cucumbers (Western)
Good quality and condition on cucumbers coming out of 
California. Mostly select, super select’s, and large being 
packed. Price maintaining steady.

Commodity Updates
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  Eggplant (Eastern)
The eggplant market is steady. Supply is good, quality 
varies in the central Florida region where most of the supply 
is concentrated. Weather has cleared and temperatures 
are up through out the southeast. Georgia will start a few 
eggplant this week with Plant City continuing through the 
first week of June. We look for a jump in the market next 
week as supplies in Florida wind down and production in 
Georgia will still be light. 

  Eggplant (Western)
Eggplant is now being harvested in Southern California. 
Excellent quality and condition on new crop product. Price 
is maintaining steady and maintaining good demand.

  Grapes (Green)
The green seedless grape market is steady out of 
Coachella to slightly lower out of Nogales. Quality in both 
regions is excellent with supplies increasing daily on the 
Mexican fruit. Size is running heavily to the large and extra 
large codes out of both areas.

  Grapes (Red)
Supplies continue to improve on the red seedless grapes 
out of Mexico. Size is running the range of medium large to 
extra large fruit with enough volume on the medium large 
fruit to pull the market down. Many shippers are offering 
discounts on volume to move the smaller profile fruit. 
Although supplies out of Coachella are about steady the 
discounts on the Mexican fruit will affect this market as well. 
Quality in both areas is excellent.

  Green Onions
Plentiful supplies are coming from Mexico on both iced 
and iceless green onions. The market is aggressive and 
it is time to promote. The quality is very nice with little 
complaints of yellowing or browning of the tops. 

  Kale
There continues to be excellent supplies of kale from 
all growing regions. The market is relatively flat depend 
on supplier. Quality is excellent with little yellowing or 
dehydration. 

  Lettuce Iceberg
Warm temperatures in the growing regions are expected for 
the entire week. Demand is up and supplies will be limited 
with most suppliers. This commodity is having issues such 
as irregular size heads, mechanical damage, puffy, ribby  
and slight insect damage. The weights are averaging 41-44 
pounds on wrap. Judging from the beginning of the week, 
this market will be active all week with limited supplies.

  Lettuce Leaf
This market is steady to start the week. Warm temperatures 
in all the growing regions will likely cause the usual defects. 
Expect to see fringe and tip burn as well as some internal 
burn on all leaf items. Insect damage has also been an 
issue. Overall, demand is moderate at best. Salinas and 
Santa Maria are the main growing regions for these items. 
The romaine heart production has lessened from the 
previous week ‘s production, but demand is being covered. 
This market looks to get stronger by the end of the week.

  Melon (Cantaloupe)
The offshore melons are finished for the season.  The 
desert supplies are continuing to increase.  Quality out of 
the desert is very nice.  The market is lower for domestic 
supplies.  Good weather for growing has been happening 
so supplies are abundant and demand has been lighter 
than normal.  

Commodity Updates
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  Melon (Honeydew)
The desert started shipping honeydews a few weeks ago.  
Offshore supplies are finished.  Mexico has good supplies 
and quality.  The desert quality is good also.  The market is 
lower on all sizes due to a lack of demand.

  Melon (Watermelon)
Product is now being shipped from Northern Mexico, 
Western Arizona and Southern California The supply has 
increased along with the demand. Warm weather has 
increased production.  Quality condition and brix are all 
very good. All sizes being offered in both bins and cartons, 
peaking on larger fruit (36s, 45s, and some 60s). Personal 
watermelons are being offered in all sizes with good quality 
and condition being reported.

  Onions
Central California and New Mexico are slowly getting up 
to speed with supplies on yellow and red onions. Market 
is steady the start of this short week. Southern California 
growers will finish for the season in the next couple days. 
Quality out of this area is starting to go down hill with the 
temperatures hitting into the low 100’s.  New Mexico will get 
into good numbers of Yellow and Reds the middle of next 
week. Look the supplies to improve as week get into next 
week. Demand and or mother nature will be the only factor 
on which way the markets will go.

  Pears
Washington - D’anjou pears are steady to higher on all 
sizes and the market remains very strong due to light 
supplies.  Small D’anjous are still very short! The remaining 
C.A. fruit is peaking on US#1 70-90s so expect the smaller 
sizes to remain limited until the season ends. The quality on 
D’anjous has been good.
 
Chile - Chilean Packhams are steady to slightly higher and 
they continue to peak on US#1 80/90/100s.  Chilean Bosc 
&amp; Argentinian Bosc are both steady and are both 
peaking on 70-100s.  The quality on all of the imported 
varieties has been good.

  Pineapples
Supplies are beginning to drop off for shippers and now 
looks like June will be a tight supply period. Volume should 
be come back as we move into July.

  Potatoes
Large potatoes out of all growing areas (70 count and 
larger) are still demanding a premium with 80 count and 
smaller steady. Quality is being reported as good with a 
few rough lots showing up with air checks, internal bruising 
and occ. peeper. Looks for the market to continue with this 
same trend into the middle of next month.

  Potatoes (colored)
Bakersfield, California - Reds, whites, and golds are all 
steady and the availability is good for all colors.  All colors 
are peaking on A-size. The new-crop quality has been 
good.
 
Phoenix, Arizona - Both red and gold potatoes are steady 
and both colors continue to peak on A-size.  The quality has 
been good.
 
North Florida - Red potatoes are steady to lower while the 
whites and gold potatoes are steady.  The availability of 
reds is good for most sizes while the whites and golds are 
have generally good availability but a few suppliers have 
holes on various sizes.  The quality has been good.  
 
Pearsall, Texas - The red market is steady and the 
availability is also good for all sizes.  The quality has been 
reported as good.

Commodity Updates
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  Squash (Eastern)
The Squash market is steady. Good yellow squash is on 
the tight side, green squash continues to produce a lot 
of volume. Central Florida and south Georgia are still 
producing good supplies of squash with some pockets 
starting in South Carolina and North Carolina. Georgia will 
continue for another two weeks if the market permits. North 
Carolina has started squash and the volume should be 
good this week depending on how much wind and rain the 
area gets out of Tropical Storm Bonnie.

  Squash (Western)
Hard squash is now coming out of Coachella Valley. 
California is just getting started with good Quality and 
supply. Prices maintain steady on Hard squash from 16.00 
to 18.00, and 6.00 to 8.00 on Italian, and 10.00 to 12.00 on 
Yellow S/N.

  Stone Fruit
Excess volume of small fruit in the peaches, plums and 
nectarines continue to weigh these markets down. Heavy 
volume discounts are being seen from all shippers on the 
small volume fill fruit. The largest of the tray pack fruit is still 
able to maintain a market at much higher levels due to lighter 
supplies. Apricots are about steady with less of a range in 
market and good supplies. Quality on all is excellent.

  Tomatoes (Eastern)
Palmetto/ Ruskin growers have steady volumes but will begin 
to transition out to both Quincy and South Carolina over the 
next several weeks. North Florida and Carolina are boasting 
hearty plantings and set to start up by mid June supplying 
plenty of Rounds to the Eastern region of the US. Roma 
tomatoes remain steady along with Cherry tomatoes. Grape 
tomato yields are also slowly winding down, but will start up 
in South Carolina this week. Recent rains have only affected 
quality slightly and most fruit continues to be acceptable.

  Tomatoes (Western)
Mainland Mexico will continue to ship rounds and romas 
for through mid June however quality is mixed and sizing 
is limited as they get closer to the end of crops. Eastern 
Mexico is increasing round tomato production with mostly 
larger fruit available. Romas are in  transition between 
Spring and Summer plantings and will be slowing across 
the border for the next 7-14 days. There are still plenty 
of roma and Grape tomatoes at this time. Expect to pay 
more for cherry varieties in the west with only few shippers 
crossing in Texas and San Diego. 

Commodity Updates
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May 31, 2016Commodities at a Glance
Commodity / Region Market Quality

Apples

Coopersville/Belding/Sparta, MI Steady Good

Wenatchee/Yakima, WA and Hood River, OR Steady Good

Hudson/Pleasant Valley/Red Hook, NY Steady Good

Chile Steady Good

Asparagus

Salinas Valley, CA Higher Good

Yakima, WA Higher Good

Ica, Peru to Trujillo Steady Good

New Jersey Steady Good

Avocado (California)

Temecula/Escondido, CA Steady Excellent

Oxnard/Ventura, CA Steady Excellent

Avocado (Mexican)

Michoacan, Mexico Steady Good

Bell Peppers (Eastern)

Hillsborough / Western Collier County, FL Steady Fair

Lee / Grady County, GA Steady Good

Bell Peppers (Western)

Coachella Valley, CA Steady Good

Berries (Blackberries)

Central Mexico Steady Good

Watsonville, CA Steady Good

Berries (Blueberries)

North Carolina Steady Good

Georgia Steady Good

Central Valley, CA Steady Good

Central Mexico Steady Good

Berries (Raspberries)

Watsonville, CA Steady Good

Santa Maria, CA Steady Good

Oxnard, CA Steady Good

Central Mexico Steady Good

Berries (Strawberries)

Salinas Valley, CA Steady Good

Watsonville, CA Steady Good

Santa Maria, CA Steady Good

Commodity / Region Market Quality

Broccoli

Salinas Valley, CA Steady/Higher Good

Oxnard/Santa Maria, CA Steady/Higher Good

Celaya Guanjuato Mexico Steady/Higher Fair

Brussels Sprouts

Northern Baja California Norte, Mexico Steady Good

Oxnard, CA Steady Good

Carrots

Bakersfield/Santa Maria, CA Steady Excellent

Cauliflower

Salinas Valley, CA Steady/Higher Fair

Oxnard/Santa Maria, CA Steady/Higher Fair

Celery

Oxnard/Santa Maria, CA Steady Good

Cherries

Yakima, WA Steady Excellent

Chili Peppers

Coachella Valley, CA Steady Good

Cilantro

Salinas, CA Steady Fair

Oxnard/Santa Maria, CA Steady Fair

Baja, MX Steady Fair

Citrus (Lemons)

Merced/Bakersfield, CA Steady Good

Oxnard/Ventura, CA Steady Good

Citrus (Limes)

Veracruz, Mexico Lower Excellent

Citrus (Oranges)

Merced to Bakersfield, CA Steady Good

Riverside, CA Steady Good

Cucumbers (Eastern)

Lee / Grady County, GA Steady Good

Hillsborough / Western Collier County, FL Steady Good

Cucumbers (Western)

Northern Baja California Norte, Mexico Steady Good
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Commodity / Region Market Quality

Eggplant (Eastern)

Lee / Grady County, GA Steady Excellent

Hillsborough / Western Collier County, FL Steady Good

Eggplant (Western)

Southern CA Steady Good

Grapes (Green)

Coachella Valley, CA Steady Excellent

Hermosillo, Mexico Lower/Steady Excellent

Grapes (Red)

Coachella Valley, CA Steady Excellent

Hermosillo, Mexico Lower/Steady Excellent

Green Onions

Mexicali, Baja Steady Good

Kale

Salinas, CA Steady Excellent

Oxnard/Santa Maria, CA Steady Excellent

Baja, MX Steady Excellent

Lettuce Iceberg

Oxnard/Santa Maria, CA Higher Fair

Salinas Valley, CA Higher Fair

Lettuce Leaf

Oxnard/Santa Maria, CA Steady Fair

Salinas Valley, CA Steady Fair

Melon (Cantaloupe)

Maricopa, AZ Lower Excellent

Yuma, AZ Lower Excellent

Melon (Honeydew)

Maricopa, AZ Lower Excellent

Yuma, AZ Lower Excellent

Melon (Watermelon)

Northern Sonora, Mexico Lower/Steady Good

Onions

Calipatria/El Centro, CA Steady Fair

Huron/Metler, CA Steady Excellent

Las Cruces, NM Steady/Higher Good

Commodity / Region Market Quality

Pears

Chile Steady Good

Wenatchee/Yakima, WA and Hood River, OR Steady/Higher Good

Pineapples

Alajuela, Costa Rica Steady Good

Heredia, Costa Rica Steady Good

Limon, Costa Rica Steady Good

La Ceiba, Honduras Steady Good

Retalhuleu, Guatemala Steady Good

Peten, Guatemala Steady Good

Potatoes

Hamer/Rupert, ID Higher Fair

Quincy/Hermiston, WA Steady/Higher Good

Eastern Colorado Higher Good

Plover/Bancroft, WI Steady/Higher Good

Potatoes (colored)

Bakersfield, CA Steady Good

Phoenix, AZ Steady Good

Hastings/Bunnell/East Palatka, FL Lower/Steady Good

Pearsall, TX Steady Good

Squash (Eastern)

Lee/Grady/Echols County, GA Steady Good

Hillsborough / Sarasota County, FL Steady Good

Henderson / Bucomb County, NC Steady Good

Squash (Western)

Coachella Valley, CA Steady Good

Stone Fruit

Madera south to Arvin, CA Lower/Steady Excellent

Tomatoes (Eastern)

Southern Florida Steady Good

Tomatoes (Western)

Northern Baja California Norte, Mexico Steady Good

Commodities at a Glance
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